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Indulgence to Tender Conſcien- 
ces, ſhewn to be moſt Reaſon- 
able and Chriſtian. 


£7, 


Prefume your Deſign in deſiring my Thoughts in the 

Caſe of an Indulgence, Comprehenſive of all ſuch, how- 

cver otherwiſe differing in their Sentiments in Relti- 

gion, yet being Peaccable and Pious, for their Reſcue 

from the rigorous Demands of Penal Laws, is not ſo 
much to know my Opinion (it being inconſiſtent with the 
Modeſty and Submiſſion of a Subject, to Dogmatize ina Caſe 
wherein His Gracious Majeſty hath been pleas'd to give His 
Pious Reſolution) as to underſtand the Arguments which 
have influenc'd me, and poſlibly many others, into a tender- 
neſs for Men in that Caſe ; which briefly are, 

I. The Tendency that ſuch 7zdwlgence hath, and the Ser- 
vice that it willeffeCtually do, to the Conſervation of the 
National Peace. Upon which it is, that thoſe Princes and 
States that have Experienc'd the Deficiency of other and 
contrary Methods, have betaken themſelves to this, and have 
found, that where it hath been Candidly Granted, it rarely 
Diſturb'd, and always Preſerv'd the Public Peace. This is 
believ'd to be the Support of the Governments in Poland and 
Holland ; the laſt of which, by once departing from this 
Method , and by Exerciling Rigor upon one Diſlenting 
Party, inflam'd their State into ſuch a Paroxiſm, as threat- 
ned 1ts utter Ruin : Whereas an equal admittance of 4if- 
fering Parties into the Graces and Favors of the Govern- 
ment, will Command an univerſal Calm and Compoſure in 
the Minds of all ; which in neceſſary Conſequence will 

[Il. Give great Advantage and Encouragement to Trade, 
which muſt unavoidably ſuffer Decay, by making Men Sullen, 
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(2) 
Careleſs, or Deſperate, in denying them the Liberty of 
their Conſciences. It can't but diſeaſe the Minds of Men, 
to ſee others advanc'd to Dignities and Preferments, of 
which they muſt deſpair, not becauſe they are leſs capable 
or worthy, but becauſe they bear a gocd Conſcience,and can't 
for any Temporal Advantage hazard their Eternal Peace, 
Thoſe Laws that render Subjects incapable of Offices and 
Phaces of Profit, beget intheir Minds an implacable Averſi- 
on towards the Government. And 'tis idfe to think, that 
when they have opportunity,they will not meke Returns pro- 
portionable to the Severities they have been Exercis'd with, 
and from that Self-love which is eſſential to Human Nature, 
will not Conſult the Ruin of that Government, which ex- 
cludes them from the Comforts. and Accommodations of 
Life, and in ſome Caſes, from a poſlibility of getting Bread. 
Andon the other hand *'tis moſt obvious, thar a Princes in- 
dulgent owning all his Subjects, and taking them under the 
Covert and ProteCtion of his Royal Wing, will oblige their 
Agreement in a United Strength, to Support the Govern- 
ment agairſt all Adverſaries whatſocver. To theſe may 
be added 

III. That the rigorous Execution of Penal Laws is far- 
theſt from effeCting the Allay of Animolities, and the Healing 
of Diviſions ; for Men will not be frighted nor aw'd out of 
their Opinions : Inſtead of this, it rather inflames the 
Wounds, and renders the Breaches utterly incurable. I can't 
think, that upon a bold and univerſal Challenge, one Inſtance 
can be produc'd of one Convert that hathbeen made by theſe 
Methods. 

Notwithſtanding all this, and much more muſt be acknow- 
ledg'd true by ſuch as have not loſt their Memories, and have 
made any Obſervation of the State of Aﬀeairs in theſe late 
Years, in our Engliſh World; yet I am aware, that if ſuch 
Indulgence can be charg'd with Iniquity, or cenſur'd as doing 
or permitting of Evil that Good may come of it ; that upon 
that Maxim of Fiat Juſtitia, &c. the whole ſtrength of this 
Argument will be enervated. *'Tis therefore a juſt and nc- 
cellary Service to this Caſe, to take off all Pretences to ſuch 
UM Imputation 3 which may readily be done, Firſt, by cor- 
{1dering 


(3) 


ſdering the Pratico of the Jewiſh and of the Chriſtian 
Church ; and Secondly, by applying our ſelves to the proper 
Meaſures of Good and Evil. *Tis evident, that in the ſewiſh 
Oeconomy the Sadaucees, notwithſtanding their groſs Opi- 
nions, and the bad Conſequences of them,were not excluded 
the Offices of Truſt and Dignity in their Church and State ; As 5. 17. 
And we do not find that our Bleſſed Saviour charg'd ſich ex- 
tending their Favors to them as a Crime ; and in dealing 
with them concerning their bad Opinions, doth not Proſecute 
them with Severities and hard Words, but calmly refutes 
their Errors, as being founded on their ignorance of the 
Scriptures and the Power of God. This ſhould be Inſtru- 
ction tous, to treat one another with Temper and Modera- 
tion. | 

'Tis evident that Chriſtian Churches both at Home ard 
Abroad, decline the giving of any peremptory Declaration 
in the Dore Controverlies, but allow their Preferments to 
either of thoſe contending Parties; by which they are ſo far 
from Deſtroying, that they Support and Adorn their 
Churches. Ifindinalate Letter, written by a Learned Pen 
from Zurich, that which is ſtyl'd a ſad Inſtance of Anger and 
Heat among, Divines in Matters of ſmall Conſequence, upon 
a middle Way that Amnirald, Daille, &c. took in-thoſe Mat- 
ters that were Diſputed in Holland ; upon-which thoſe that 
adher'd ſtrictly to the oppoſit Doctrin were inflam'd, and 
the Contention grew to that height, that almoſt the whole 
Town came to be concern'd : In which the Author of the 
Letter ſaith, the Magiſtrates had ated wiſely, to have En- 
joyn'd Silence to both Parties ; for theſe are Speculations 
{o little certain, and fo little eſſential to Religion, that a di- 
verſity of Opinions ought not to be made the occaſion of 
Debate and Faction. But ſome Divines in Switzerland ad- 
hering tothe old receiv'd Doctrins, drew up ſome Articles, 
in which the Opinions of their Opponents were not only 
Condemn'd, but made thoſe their Articles not only the Stan- 
dard, againlt which no Man, without being Cenſur'd, might 
have Taught, but they oblig'd all that ſhould be admitted 
into the Miniſtry or Profeſlor's Chair, to Sign Sic Serriv ; 
which they Setled, not only at Berz and Z:rich, tut by their 
Authority was carry'd to Genes, Thus 
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Thus they were not contented to make only a Regulation 
in thoſe Matters,but they would needs, according toa Maxim 
that hath been ſo often fatal to the Cluurch, enter into Peo- 
ples Conſciences, and either ſhut out young Men from Em- 
ployments, or impoſe a Teſt upon them , which perhaps 
{ome have Sign'd not without ſtruglings in their Conſcien- 
ces. The Author renders thoſe that ſet on Teſts, to be Per- 
ſons of extraordinary Worth, and that he believes init they 
acted out of a ſincere Zeal, but wiſhes they had larger and 
freer Souls. 

Thus we ſee, that in point of Prudence all Churches ds 
and muſt admit Diſlenters, and are not in it Cenſur'd as doing 
of Evil. 

In Fence againſt ſuch an Imputation, let us apply our 
ſelves to the proper Meaſures of Good and Evil, which cer- 

tainly muſt be taken from the Example and Precepts of our 
Bleſled Saviour. 

1. His Example in the Caſe between his Diſciples and the 
Samaritans, They upon that Feud that was between them 
and the Jews, would not receive our Saviour, becauſe his Face 
was as tho' he would go to Jeruſalem. Upon this their unwor- 
thy refuſal of their Lord, the Diſciples mov'd that Fire 
might be call'd from Heaven, to conſume them, as Elias did. 
But Jeſus turn'd to them, and rebuked them, ſaying, Ye know nat 
what manner of ſpirits ye are of. Atrue Chriſtian Spirit, ſuch 
as becomes a Diſciple of Chrilt, is full of Meekneſs, Charity, 
Condeſcention, and Tenderneſs. He farther tells them, 
That he did not come to deſtroy mens Lives, but to ſave. Ahiery, 
perſecuting, and deſtroying Temper, is forein to the Tem- 
per of Chriſt and Chriſtianity. | 

2, As to the Precepts of Chriſt and Rules of Chriſtianity, 
Id azit totum Evangeliim, it 1s the great Deſign of the Goſpel 
to recommend Love, Charity, and Mecknelſs, to make the 
Profeſſors of it Pure and Peaceable. Have Salt in your ſelves, 
and Peace one with another. T hw 1s my Commandment, that ye 
love one another. "Tis the Characteriſtical Note of his Di- 
ſciples, By this ſhall all Men know that ye love one another. 
And the Apoſtles npon all occaſions preſs this Temper ; Fol- 
low after Peace and Holineſs, without which no Man ſhall ſee 
God. 
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God. Hold the unity of the Spirit in the bond. of Peace, Follow 
after the things that make for Peace, and wheremith ye may edifie 
one another, This 1s preferr'd to Sacrifice and Burnt-offerin . 
We are commanded to Serve one another m love, For all the 
Law us fulfill'd in this one word, You ſhall love your Neighbor as 
your ſelf ;, but if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye 
be not deſtroyed oneof another, That if we (as we ought) do 
take our Meaſures, from the holy Example and Divine Pre- 
cepts of our Bleſſed Saviour, they will be found under great 
Miſtake, that aſſume and uſurp to themſelves the beſt Name, 
and molt zealous of Chriſtians, that are Strangers to theſe 
Vertues of Meckneſs, Peaceableneſs, and Univerſal Charity, 
that conſtitutea Chriſtian Temper ; they will appear miſera- 
ble Perverters of the Chriſtian Religion, by making that to 
be the fatal Incendiary of Hatred and Contention,wlich was 
delign'd the moſt inviolable Band of Unity and Peace; and 
in rendring that the Inſtrument to Confound and Embroil 
the World, which isdeſign'd the moſt proper Oeconomy to 
Regulate and Calm it. Such, amidſt their Pretences to a 
ſingular Eminency in Chriſtianity, will appear unworthy the 
Name of Chriſtian, that account thoſe Graces of Love, Meek- 
neſs, and Charity, as dull Earthy and Phlegmatick Qualities, 
who are altogether for the Fire and Cloven Tongues, but 
diſclaim the Spirit as deſcending in the Shape of a Dove. 
'Tis evident, that the greateſt part of that Law which de- 
nominates Men truly Chriſtians, is made up- of Precepts of 
Meekneſs, Long-ſuffering, and Condeſceniſion ; therefore 
that Zeal muſt be prepoſterous, that pretends to obey the 
Goſpel in violating its Rules. *'Tis this that hath brought 
our Religion into that unhappy State in which it lies; that 
that Zeal which ſhould be its Life, is become its Diſeaſe, and 
like a HeCtic Body, is conſuming its ſelf by its Feveriſh Heats. 
Whereas if Men would ſoberly weigh how their Temper 
and Deportment agrees with the Rules of Chriſtianity, and 
would not too confidently purſue every incitation that carries. 
a ſhew of Piety, they would find that their angry and paſ- 
ſionate Heats are-not that true Chriſtian Zeal that ought to- 
be cheriſh'd, but would be convinc'd, that its venerable Name 


is too oft, miſapply'd to things of a diverſe, ſometimes of a. 
contrary. 
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contrary nature 3 That Meekneſs and Charity are no Luke- 
warmneſs, that we may be Peaceable and Zealous too.. Let 
us, who glory'in the Name of Chriſtian, ſeriouſly conſider 
our great Obligations to Love and mutual Condeſcenlion, 
to live as Brethren amicably together. We are Children of 
the ſame Father, Membersof that one Body whereof Chriſt 
15 the Head, Heirs of the ſame Grace ; We have one Faith, 
one Baptiſm, one Mediator ; The God whom we Serve is the 
God of Peace, Chriſt our Head is the Prince of Peace, the 
Goſpel we profeſs is the Goſpel of Peace : Ohthat therefore 
this Brotherly Peace and Amity might obtain its due Place 
and Regency in our Hearts and Lives, that all Anger and A- 
nimoſity may ſurceaſe; that we may no longer bite and de- 
Your one another, but ſerve one another in Love; which if 
it were not to be deſpair'd (at this Juncture, when His Gra- 
cious Majeſty vouchſaſes to receive all His peaceable Sub- 
jets under his Royal Wing, and imparts his Graces and 
Favors without diſtinftion,) that all invidious and diſtin- 
tive Titles may be abandon'd and exploded the World, 
that the Divine Name of Chriſtian deicribe all the Mem- 
bers of the Body of Chriſt, as once it did at eAntioch, Atts 
11. 26. and thatall thatare Baptis'd into that Sacred Name, 
may be recover into that Love and Amity which obtain'd 
in the Primitive State of Chriſtianity ; then the Church was 
cdifi'd, and there weredaily added to it ſuch as were appoint- 
cd to Salvation. This would make the Church like Fernſa- 
lem, built on a City that is compact within it ſelf; ir would 

be adorn'd with Beauty to allure Strangers, and endu'd with 

Strength to confound its Enemies : Our living thus together 

wonld ſecure us in the Preſence and Benediction of the Gad 

of Love and Peace, which ought to be the Prayer of all good 

Men, and is the ardent Deſire, and ſincere Endeavor of 
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MPHLET 


Stiled, A Letter to a 


Pilſlenter, #c:< 


Te another Letter t6-the ſame Diſſcater, 


'C[R, - Oh 
| \ N -highly . applauded Pamphler fell into my hand, at 


that inftant when I was ſealing my laſt Letter to you, 
rclating' tothe Pexal Laws and 1 efts, 1 then purpeſed 
to tell you my thoughts thereof in a Poitſeripr, 'but being 
Civerted till-the Poſt was gone, and yours of the 8th Inſtanc 
mentioning the thing, this comes to tell you, thar I have 
flightly rus it over, and do perceive the Wordy Author deſigns 
thereby to allure the Diſſcaters ro a Contempt and RejeRi in 
of the Kznes benigne Purpoſe to them. Its Title, and another 
Circumftance,yonr early notice of it,inclines me to conclude rhat 
it was wrote to you ; Whether ſo or not ; ' IT ſhall briefly Re- 
marque upon it. -The great Mas ſets out floridly ; As a 3odiſh 
Perſon, he accoſts the pocr Diſſenter by way of Addreſs. The 
Courtſhip ſeems to me ſudden and ſurprizing, and I lulpe& 
the Deſizn, for I take it to be ſomething Jud &-life, ' for 
one of the Epiſtlers Figure and Spirit, to approach a Hechanick, 
and a Shiſmatick ro boot, in the humble way of Hat aud Kee. 
But hc doubts nor of kind reception, provided that his 
A Diſſez;er 
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Diſſenter will take his Word, when he affirms, that he is 
neither aComerd, nor a deſigning or freetfull Man. I wiſh he 
had put his Name to his Lecter, becauſe ſome will have it, that 
the Awthor is a Perſon fo. tranſcendently Hanghty and Ambi- 
7707, that he little regards what, or whom he Sacritices, may 
ſte bur become head of a party, . But, 

If he gains not the Point, by the glorious CharaFer which 
he aſcribes to himſelf, his reaſozs muſt undoubtedly (as he 
conceits) win him the Day ; his friexd/þip commanding you 
to allow them to paſs Muiter, - tor he pledges his Word, rhat 
the time of day, diſpoſes him to Charity, theretore in this nick 
of time, you areneither to call into Queſtion his Wildom, | 
Honeſty, or AﬀteCtion ; 4 mo/t lucky perios.. : 

In confdence, that I have at leaſt an «qual title to your 
Friendſhip, his being but newly contraQted, and ours what 
Storms hath tryed ; I ſhall, in my old plain-dealing way with 
rou, obſerve, that the Genr/ermans ſtock both of Charity aya 
Trath is very ſuddenly exhauſted, for he inſtantly chargesto 
his Diſſcaters account both the Excluſion ayd Rebellion ; Were þ 
the Fact fo, and the Brat Jaid at the right Door ;. Why ſhould | 
tnis high Pretender to Loyalty, check in any Delinquent,a gract- 
{ul Reſentment of his Majeſties Forgrvenefs? - But, | | 

Should the Fanatzck to avoid wrangling with the Church | 
of Erelana) agree to make an cqual Pariition with her, of the 
inentioned Crimes,, and their deſerved ſham< ? "The half 
wouid far exceed: his due ſhare: Then wil: the conſittenr, 
with her, breeding, and ſuperlative Uzrtue, to yeild him the ho- 
nunr of ailthe Repentance and Confeſſion. | 

lo the! next place your Friend. craves audience, and paſſing : | 
the Complement, that he yet hopes you in your Wits, be bids 
youlevare of New Friends(a very pertinent caution,your Friend- | 
ſhip w:th him being yer in the bloſſom). and 

He belpeakes you to be'a prudent Chriſtian , and not to 
hazard the publick Safety, by the deſire of Eaſe or Revenge. Good 
agaln. To 
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To enforce the firſt [v7z.) bn you are to /uſpet# nev Friends, 
he infinuates, that you are not to be carried over, by /mooth 
'L anguage now put on fo engage you, by the way, the expreſſion 
intending to in{inuate aA cheating Deſign, had bcen 25 well 
worded (Words (with abundance of ſpite) being mainly what 
fills the Paper now before me) had it ſaid, putting off of 
{ſmooth Language, or making what is Gilded over, to 
paſs as Current Coyn; but whether off or on be beſt, in 
this place; in the next, the Genr/eman doffing his Clothes, 
perſonates an enraged {lighted Miftreſs (or Rival) and tells 


| you, thar ſhe (for to follow our Amorous Author, we muſt 


for a time change the Sex) had the the fir/t offer, and you have 
ouly the coy Ladics leavings. Ir is then evident (and ſhall 
be anon further made out) that ſhe held a parly with your new 
Lover, ay, butif you will credit her, ſhe ſaw his Deformiry, 
and theretore rejeifed him, I doubt you will get little by en- 
quiring of theSqeamilh Dame, whether punCillios of Honour, 
hopes of higher Terms, or the Devils Pride and Envy, did 
not occaſion her raſh refuſal, and whether ſhe deth not too 
late repent it ? for Queſtions of this kind do rarely receive di- 
retand honeſt Anſwers. I ſhall therefore according to my 
wonted freedom, exhort you to ſtand npor your Guard, that 
ſhe may not play you atrick, and then reproach you. He 
now (tor the Aggreſlor in Love, muſt be concluded to wear 
Breeches) wakes court ts you, examine carefully, T beſcech you, 
wv herher you are his Choe, and not his Refuze, if the laſt, 
it will be your wiſdom ro make {ure terms with him, and 
allowing the Gertlemay to mean as he would be taken, you 
have his own advice, that you are wot to yrild over-haſtily to new 
Friends. upon their beſpcaking you fairly. Hetells you, that 
pau cannot reaſoaably flatter your ſelf” that vere is (with your Lee 
ver) any inclination to you: Tintline to thi kas he doth, 
it he takes it, that beding together 15 tobe the next thing in 
the calc, (then *t;s probable that no Love is lolt} but I have 

A 2 heard, 
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heard, that a Perſon diſappointed in his firſt Amour, is ever 
after cold, and indifferent, in Al eQion.; and therefore ſince 
tbe Charch of Emglan ailixmis,. chat ihe - uſed to frrike up 
a Bargain, T will believe,, that 4 c#4#. Diſſenter, may live in 
the ſame Kingdom, . with the Romaniff, without the hazard 
— . - 

They (the Papiſts. ſaith the Letter), never pretended to allow 
90u any Quarter, but to uſher in Liberty t0 themſelves, under that 
ſhelter, Well then, you are our of; dangzr of being put to the 
Sword, you may have 9rarter,.. a Grace retuled yuu by the 
Church of England. Av,may vou ſay, but what are the terms ? 
why, ſuch as are very equall, and highly reaſonable, both 
Parties have been long and lorely galled by the Canon of the 
Charch of Eegland.. The Paprfts will now help to dr/mount 
them, 204 iticy call for your aid ; I pray what barm in all this, 
and why fo much gviſe againtit ut ? 

\nd it preceeds ; Nay, at this very hour ther can hardly. for- 
bear in the het:ht of their Courtſhip, to let fall hard words ef ,on, 
fo little is naturero be reſtrained. 1he Genticinan inay well 
lay, | 

Pudet he: opprobris wobis, 
Et dici potuiſſe, & now potuiſſe refell!. 

You and I do know, az this werx hour, and ſo dorh he, tic 
paimes of argnified Sons of the Charchof Eugland, who declave, 
that the Devil will have both Papift and . Diſſenter, "I his I'm 
{ure 15 none 0! the ſofteft Language. 

Bar you are told in the next Paragraph, That Liberty and 
Isfall;bility are the two moſt contrary things inthe World. . | af- 
f:m, thar it 15 beyund contradiftion. true, that -our errable 
Church of E;glexd has rue to the Arguments of that Church, 
whieh claims 1»f«&bi/tty; to jult.he her ſelf, in her attempts, 
to extirpate Diflenters; and (right or wrong ) they had 
been Ruined, had not the preſent Kyjzzs Clemency reſcue 
But . 
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But the Principles of the Reon Charch allow not Liberty to © 
Hereticks. Nor do thoſe of the Exgliſh Church to Schiſmaticks ; 
ſuch ſhe eftcems her Diſſexzers, . and as ſuch, ſhe ( when in 
Power) conſtantly treats, and labours to deſtroy them. 

; If fo, the argument of preſent hwzging,' in order to the bettey 
ſqueezing hereafter, vaniſhes ; and +1he {eting up Bills, aud of- 
ferins Plaijters for tender Conſciences , may deſerve as great r2- 
gard trom.the Romiſb, as from the Lambeth Church, and in our 
preſent conjuncture much more. : 

The Gentleman goes on to rell you. The other day you were 
Sons of Belial, now you are Angels of Lieht. - And he aſſerts, that 
to core {o quick, from oxe extrears to another, is ſnch unnatural a 
»19tron, that you are to look to your felf, Pray do ſo, and 
in doing it, remember, that 7 the word of a King there is 
Power ; ..and that te Church of England, which now hath 
none, © hurt or ſave (z:# her preſent exigence cxtorted a 
Complement) ſtiled you a Child of Darkueſs. 

'n the next place ih? 3M» of” Taunton and Tiverton (for 
found or Jingle ſake, no duubt) are hook'd in, and their Loy- 
ty ridiculed : notwithftarding in this our Church- Mans opini- 
on,thac renders them vile, it would not offend a good Subject, 
to ſee others 1mitate them, and cho H. fat this day) zon ef 
litera; methinks Hull and Hes/l;faxx o a Northern-man,ſhould 
chime every whitas well as 7. and T. of the Weft; where- 
forc, pray prevail with your. new . Friend-:( who will not 
break with you in trifles) to write a ſecond Letter North- 
ward, and it your Intrigue with hum continues til the re- 
turn of the general Poſt, (for we axe admoni. ed to have a very 
fender regard ts Horſes) T doubt not but he will be obliged to 
tell you that the worthy Inhabuanrs of thoſe Places, have the 
courare to vie Loralty with any of his Majetties Subjects. It 
I miſtake them, L#bera we. 

Now our V4:jaxr ' urhor (the Weſt being vanquiſhed) points 
Sentbwerd, and picks a Quarrel with the poor Quakers. This 

may 


(6) 

- may well ſurpriſe you, I'm ſure it did me at firſt ſight ; for 
you and [I beheve they will not draw the Sword, much leſs 
encounter a Goliah; therefore you may ſay, certainly no fear of 
them to « fearleſs Men; ay, but the Gentleman now handling 
them, reſolves to ſpoil an Ergijh Provers, and to his courage 
would monopolize Wir, and the Quater he ſays has learn'd ro 
{ſpeak ſence, and which is worſe, he becomes manmerly, toſuch 
a degree, that this your new Friend (who grnmbles for 8 place at 
Conrt) begins to ſuſpect hunſelt in tome danger of being 
poſt-poſed; for the Zucker having given the King decent thanks 
| tor his Prorefion, may, for ought he knows, become Covurtier, 
(Sir ) you are now to believe the Gentleman has ſpit his 
Poyſon, ior he te'ls you, tht wo ſharpneſs is ro be winvled 
where healing only 15 inienacd; and he promules hereafter rs ſay 
wothing to expoſe particular M n, how ſtrong [oever the temptation 

24y be, or how clear the proofs to make it out;he might as well have 
ſaid, Now Gentlemen Diſſeaters look to your hits, we have 
teen Complicers, provoke me not to dctect our. Roguerres ; 
pleaſe. me or allſhill 047, (but begging his Pardon) he ſhall ſpeak 
for himſelf, and fee what follows ; *iis in triendſhip this; 
for Arguments ſake, and to promote the propoſed healing, the 
honeſt well-meaning Man, ( not willing to tell tales ) bearly 
whiſpers you, poor detuaed Diſſenter, in the Ear ; thatto his 
knowledg tnere is Death in the Por, jour DMinilter is a Krave, 
you are Sola, the boner is Paid, and, you are moſt certainly 
Betraved, 

Is not this ſaid like a Church of England Worthy, rot tied or 
cord to this or that (1 ubas viftan of Proteſtuxts, like one c{tran- 
gel from frrpaſs, and who atteAts and intents healiys ? Can 
He!! it felt ferniſh a more viaveterate and malicious Inſinu- 
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of him, vho they ſaid, hired ol paid: they, 
The D:ſſeater now addrefled ro, for his own ſafety, ought 
to challeng this his »ew Szzter, for the Names of ſuch Mzfters 
as have made the barpain and ſale ſuggeſted, and methinks his 
Charity, and the warmth of hu Afﬀctiox, ſhould diſpole him t0 
eratifie ſuch a mudelt and nccetfary Requeſt ; if it be retuſed 
I muſt conclude my Friend /o far gore 12 his Paſſion, that he has 
wholly loſt his Underſtanding, ſhould this Gentlewans Conrr- 
foip any longer impreſs,ov influence him. | 
Now our Author talis with down right Blows upon the A4- 
dreſſers, and beftows bitter Inve&#ives upon them, and upon 
the Gorernment to boor ; thar part of his Lzhel deſerves and 
probably will be reckoned for in Wefmirfter Hall, therefore T 
thall ſhun the danger of becoming his Acceſſary by tranſcribing 
him, | 
Then he betakes himſe!f to Flazrery, and tells you, that if 
you haz ts do'with thoſe riged Prelates who made it a matter of 
Conſcience to give 101 the lexft Indulgence, but kept you at ar wnn- 
charitable diſtunce,andevents 1eur more reaſonable ſcruples continu- 
ed ſtiffe ans inzxorabl, the argum"nt might be fairer on 10nr ile. 
Tconclude then,that yovr Areamentro accept of Liberty frem 
the King,is no way exervated: I$here any fort of proof, thar 
Prelacy as changed-1ts thoughts, and put on renderne{s to yo ; 
you may no: trutt this w7dertaker in a thing fo valuable as is 
that, now diſcuſſed, the Church of Erzland cannot intend 
well, or uſe yonſo, (without incurring the guilt of Perjury as [ 
have heard her ſay) till ſhe gives up her Lz+s of force, and you 
ſee that her YZ; co uphold them occaſions this great coaca//ion 
in the Kingdom, wierctoie, 1 aoubt ſhe 1s not right; and your 
only ſuce way of cerling wich her, ſcems ro me tobe, to d!/- 
wm hr by 6& of Parliament, of every Weapon which the 
G1/pel did not-put into her hand, th<n im fure She can do no 
Miſchicf. 
Revercad Mt Baxter's expeGzation was raiſcd about _ 
IX 
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ſix years fince,by the ſame pretence,as now yours 1s to be, but 


after the then Prelacy (which | am confident the ;reſent will not 
diſown) had long triſflzd with him and his worthy Brethren, 4- 
boat healing, in the Savoy Conferences ; they found thamiclves 
diſappointed and ſham : If the Church be as $kiltul in Chirurgery 
as our Author would perſwade, ſhe was the more to blame 
to hold the Patrext {o leng in hand, as then ſhedid, and in fne 
to leave or make the: Wound worle then ſhe found it. © (bonefty 
I do find it abſolutely nec:([ary #0 4 good Chirurgion) Fhe ſame 
Sp:rit ſtill lives.in our Church-Men,or it may 1n time to.come re- 
turn again, and poſſeſs them; you have then no- other way to 
C5: jure down the evil Spirit of Perſecution, but by a Repeal of 
the Pexal Laws, that only can. aſſure you, that « rigid Prelacy 
ſhall not hereafter defiroy you; and you have reaſon to take the 
Alarum at your Woers next harangue, ( Veſcit nox miſſa rever- 
rr) Sizor He (no matter-which): as enchentment is her Face, 
a4 can inltautly put your Noſe out of joyat with your new Friexd, 
ny 130% you Dead ;. for you are told, that ar this wery henr and 
iz the heat and glare of your preſent Sunſhine, the Church of Eng- 
land can in a moment brins Clouds avain, and tary th: royal Than- 
der upon your Heads, bluw you off the Staze with a breath ; if ſhe 
would give but a (mile or 4 kind word, the leaſt glimpſe of her conv 
pliznce would throw you back into the ſlate of Sufftring and draw 
«pon you all the arrears of Severity which have accrued during the 
_71me of this kindneſ. sto $04, : 
This is in truth(z2y good Friend) plain dealing, look ro your 
ſelftherefore, an make your peace witit her, or: you pertth, if 
you believe her) tor Clonds, Thunder and Tempeſts await, (and 4s 
fhe (aith ) are at her command ; She can at pleaſure take you-in- 
to her Power, aad to your Yoke, ani c1aitice you with Score, 
pi0ns5,and that's not all ; She can bring you to an After-Reckox- 
ing, la\h you for playing Treant, and 2xatt what you have run 
in Arrear (ths laſt d ſcovery wilusloubtedly porcure the Cientle- 
wan 38 Addreſs of Thanks from Doctors Commons, for the City 
Diſſenters 
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Difſenters are near tmo years Rext rap, there) Nay, and to com 
pleat your miſery (after all the Reckonings paid) She can by her 


Excommunication, throw you, with a gnrck haxd to Satan. 
You tay demand, whar ſhall. poor 7 do in this my great 
S:rait ? JJ hy, as you love your Life keep out of her C/a#ches, 
defy her, and attone our Engliſh Fapirer, That he may not 
entruſt his Thuxderbolts in this mad Hand. | | 
Be true, I vefeech you, to your Intereſt , aad deport your 
{if fo to the Ay7re, that your #ew rovciliated Friendſbip, which 
the uphraids, and envies, may not be endzngered. , 
1 ſhall now give you x Reaſdn or two, why you may jtlt+ 


1y ſuſpett this Genrfemar, now making Love to you 19 the 


Name of the Chxrch. TI find his Letter ftaffad with walst ious 
ani falfe Infinxations againſt diflenting Mitiifters ( AGE 
whom [ never found'a Knave )'I will therefore hope thas my 
tellins' y9s Truth; tho? tohis Diſparagement, will not be taken 
a5 a Breach of the Rules of g00d Manners. 

If the Charch of England's Commiſſioners ih the preſent 
Treaty with yot, have been tampering with thoſe of the 
Roman Comminties, andoffering Terms for the Life. of their 
dearly beloved Pere Lavs: Tfrhey to come a little cloſer, 
t#ve propoſed, That if the Rowan Cathelrcks will not joya 
with you, for the Repeal of thoſe Laws, they ſhall be ſecu- 
red againſt any imaginary Danger from the Teff-Penaltes, 
in a ſucceeding Rer2n, by a Aortgage of the Honomrs and 


Eſtates alſo, of ſom great Mer driving that Bargain. I fay, 


ſhould this be true, there's certainly Miſchief in her Heart , 
and ſhe will reveng your runing her into this I=cwmbrence, by 
eaching you hereafter, (as Gideon did the Men of Szcc0th ) with 
Briers and Thorns. x ; | 

If She hath her Ambaſſadors at this wery Hour, treating an 
Alliance with the Papiſts, and propoling to yield chem Liderty 
by Ad of Parliament, with Exception of the Fanatich, 


Hf thplc, or any others, {hould at this time, Prafe and bez 
B Feare 


4 WY 
Fears FPS .Jealonſtes 1n-y0.47 Ears, you are bl; Jed £o- be deak, 


upon pain of all t the Miſchief they intend you. The Ciwurch 
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Ty, it t RY ; Ples FEED ary- towards the » cloſe of "th We 
Cer, perists 7 bis Wi; 4 1 COW ards the” Atio and his Gover#wmcnt ; 
An 1 with 5s, he foci ng.t ) delcen dr ta caps { bur very wicked, 


intended ), Reaſoning: _ is, with, R: TR that he bebalds you 


Ztfpoſed to: quarrel the C hurch of Englund wan ſhe is .upow, the 


Briak of. S, Fort ”7 : *Tis.very. eulind. s 2h NOHs, fore Pew, fer 
was ſet 04; . 


ſecnted t! the Di enters, bat hy D: retion,. ata 4s | 
A bad Excuſe, you kngw, zs.better than none: the Geatle- 
in further infinuates, (. aud you arg t0-b eliewve him if you wall ) 
Thit thic taking: KN ay the Penal Lens and Tefts {. the Bape of 
Re elig ion, 41a of 1 [.iber Tt X will put You, Gaidcy a Fyreany, and 
abſolutely deſtroy you.. In truth.((S7r ) were [in the Eaſt Is- 
ates, the fight f this lamentable Complaint. wowd greatly 


move me, for-I {ſhould doubt £112 Calc of the Che of 


Englani to be very deplorable, bur Zgis. a great 1effing. that 
Ti this is Mrſre vreſentation, and {onal SHanaen, Themk ing? b. 
Promiſe ſecures her-of Peace ana Þ lenty., and that A 
Parliament which {hall ſecure yo:i,qut of her Paws, may g1ivo 
her further Security if ſho. wants it... This her grim j Fe 
Reps <ſertative, T;ems to take his ſhort any angry 1'ur ns, " liks 


£120 Tower- .Ljon, and ever and anon rogres ; bur © £15 Not Want, | 


Þar a ravenous Appttite to red 47d tear , that occaſions.Aall 
ris H- ar and Rage: Nature will be Nature. "Therefore You 
may tell the Church in your Excuſe ( lor a realon of your. 
Doings ought ſomething to appeaſe her toward you ) in the 
[anguacc of the Lefers: (My. Diff reſs:s great.) ' If, 1 fil! fr 
here, | oe, if the S rians ſave ze al;x ve, 1 ſhall live; if they buds 
7366 I (6. ill but ave. 
Lo cokes and work you of, from g getting S Liberty Y. Cpi- 
CIENCE, 


0 Ie ery ns »S, 


_ IS 


as: 


ſcience, from. the only Hand which can diſpenſe it; You are 


told that ſome of the Church of England Were [Yemimers fer 


enduring you, and the Maxim was, Tt is inipej.vle for a Dij- : 
enter, mot 10 be a Rebel. 

Fins Gentiem 7 certainly anne £12t youve forgot, who 
gave t! 1ofe moderate Men that Name of 'R \CPI'OACH » therefoi © 
you may tell him, Thar to your Knowleds the Church cltecin- 
ed hi Lt ſpur 7085 Soas, and could not = dure them , b<- 
caute they gave Fou.a good Look ; you nced not go to (ig 
cf e3:40- inake this out ;, but jt you ſhould It me £9g 196, YCU 
totake Salizbary 1 in Foup Way , . and enfuire tNere, "Row the 
Church treatod a Prote/f4nt Recquciler, It you ao fo, pray ule 
your Tnccreltwitlt her, -amd.try. whether in this height 0, br 
Care fles, be \y11] demoaitra;e the finccerity of her Aﬀ-Sion ko 
Youu, bY FECOINTHR: 4rnT1 it T9 th Do? or torecant Nis Recant; 1077. 
A$10 thoiAlaxins cited; 7x tmpoiyble for a Diſſes Aer 704. :9 
ve « Rebel. ] amccertamn ir was 4a cred from a Pulpit,” Nzarc 
to {cafe ate ten that of  L1z- ret. | 
. So much tor the: Gent leman's argry and wheitng part; Now 
Lbrivz-vouwtto' his Potiticks: and the Difencr e AVE INCEL Fools, 
they truſt nov £0 his moſtiriſe C pica pa for b 7 faith o0n.( Ly 

aul) act very nnvkilfully co a; nſf thr 9; Tt? #, Tonk Were 
woe + inJced; of rx 1ade out, bus the Miſthiet of it is, tins 
pov-criul Arguzent of Intereſt t Urns ag Za1nit him ; The Dijſea- 

ters Liberty may nowbe certa inly«/? al-lifbee Fur Ciel; thul arch 
I fee mviÞ: lean Days at hand put oN 2-littic Puttence, an 3theu 
Jos und. 1 w1ll. treat about the Mut fer Wor & YOU 11 i the on MULY, 
of the Stoze, and ſure of receiving pi reſe 1g. Lat > by WILT __ 
ble F 'b; TIT 10M, VOur. Foe [\&if hto AL NN i '1 te1 *& \C v This Pic 
and © or made 20a {is BB ord ; how wouÞ \'O, 1 entertain tha 
Friend's Copnſel,, who aa tay, let me av dy i{c YOU to wait 
a little, for T Tear that Germazs cxcell all others in this Caſe, 
and aboat S'x Monti hence I may bring vou one trom Fierna 
tO try lus Sz: But tobe plzip W 1611 You, Wien he Comes, Le 
will 


(a9 ___. 
rw/ll leave you as he finds yer, if you break wich him for Terms;: 
but I do think he will not bz «areaſonab!e, for he hath a very 
o00d Charadter: I know you have an Anf wer at Hand,theretore 
( without leading you ) -Lpray tranſmit it to this your Coun- 
tellor. ; 

A Word or two more, and I have done ; He 'paſles his 
Word, That tbe Church of England 7s convinced of its Errer, 
in being Severe to you. 1 know not how this will. paſs with 
you, but being too much a S:rexger to this Avther, and to the Þ 
nature of his Commiſicn, T ſhould be glad to ſee her put out her 
own Declaratior of Repentance ; for ſhould this Perſox have 
Authorityto ſpeak for her (ih of old,true Penitents [poke for 
themſelves) ke doth it fo ukwerdly in-this Paper; that, to. be 
plain, Iſuſpc& 'tis imfxcere ;'tor he contends, and that with 
the height of Paſfion, touphold her Pexa! Laws, and I have ng 
other Quarrel with her, but about Thexaderbolts. 

He proceeds, The Parliament, when ever it meeteth, is {ure to be 
gentle to you: "tis the firſt thing we agree in, and it grieves m8 
chat we could not hit upon it ſooner;] ao hope and believe, heits 
at length in the right, but that I may nor be cheated ; af you 
find hint in good humor, when you ſee him; let him know fromi 
me, (with my ſervice) that my [#frage ſhall never helg $::, or 
any of his Spirit and Prixcipte into the Houſe of Commons ; He 
2dmoniſhes you not to mi/epply your eaxger allow another Friend 
to exhort you,not to wiſplace your Voice, when the King ſhall 
pleaſe to call a Peri:ament, and you will oblige your {elf and 
Ae 


Septemb. 10 $ Adien, 
1687, 


Yours AﬀeQionately, 
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